
 
 

English 10 Honors--Biomed--Summer Reading 
Congratulations on making it to the Sophomore cohort of the Biomed Academy!  I am excited for the year to come, and I hope 
you are too.  During the summer before sophomore year, you will complete two major reading assignments.  The purpose of 
completing the summer reading is to accomplish three tasks: 
 

1. Create momentum for the rigorous schedule of Sophomore year 
2. Preview two of the main themes that will accompany nearly every assignment all year 
3. Provide me with background knowledge of your strengths and areas of improvement 

 
The Summer reading assignment must be completed BEFORE the FIRST day of school (Monday, Aug. 12, 2019).  
Email Mr. Gonzales if you have any questions: mgonzales@avhsd.org  (email will be checked periodically in the summer) 

 
June’s Book: War of the Worlds by HG Wells 

○ Available in the school library and free online: WOTW E Book 
1. Complete roughly one page of structured notes for EVERY 3 CHAPTERS of WOTW for a total of 9 entries. 

- Follow the 5-4-3-2-1 Structured Notes directions below 
2. After reading the novel, create a 3-5 minute book review video where you discuss your main thoughts about the 5 

categories you outlined in your notes and provide some insightful conclusion about the book. 
- This must be submitted on the Summer FlipGrid Page by 11:59 June 30.  

 
July’s Book: Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

○ Available in the school library and free online: LOTF E Book  
1. Complete roughly one page of structured notes for EVERY chapter of LOTF for a total of 12 entries. 

- Follow the 5-4-3-2-1 structure directions below 
2. After reading the novel, create a 3-5 minute book review video where you discuss your main thoughts about the 5 

categories you outlined in your notes and provide some insightful conclusion about the book. 
- This must be submitted on the Summer FlipGrid Page  by 11:59 July 31.  

 
5-4-3-2-1 Structured notes 

  The notes MUST BE HANDWRITTEN and follow the 5-4-3-2-1 structure below: 
5- Five important characters 

● Identify 5 characters in the chapter and explain any and all key information about them such as who they are, 
how they interact with other characters, what they look like, what they remind you of, etc. 

4- Four important places/settings 
● Identify 4 specific places or general settings in the chapter and explain why they are significant to the novel, and 

how they will contribute to the overall plot or conflict of the novel. 
3- Three important events 

● Identify 3 events that stand out to you in the chapter and explain why this event is significant, and how this 
event connects or might connect to other events in the novel.  

2- Two important quotes 
● Identify 2 quotes that stand out to you and explain why each quote is significant, and how it connects to the 

overall theme, the plot, characterization, or any other literary element. 
1- One important question 

● Think of a question that you have after reading the chapter.  As you continue reading the novel, go back and 
answer the questions from previous chapters.  All of the questions should be answered by the end of the novel. 

 
Consider using the two-column note strategy on the following page: 

mailto:mgonzales@avhsd.org
http://www.literatureproject.com/war-worlds/
https://flipgrid.com/e10hsummer
http://electricacademia.pbworks.com/w/file/fetch/69976525/Lord%20of%20the%20Flies%20-%20Text%20-%20William%20Golding.pdf
https://flipgrid.com/e10hsummer


 
 

Lord of the Flies CH. 1 
 
Five characters 

Character #1:  Response... 

Character #2:   

Character #3:   

Character #4:   

Character #5:   

 
Four places/settings 

Place/Setting #1:  Response... 

Place/Setting #2:   

Place/Setting #3:   

Place/Setting #4:   

 
Three important events 

Event #1:  Response... 

Event #2:   

Event #3:   

 
Two important quotes 

Quote #1:  Response... 

Quote #2:   

 
One important question 

Question:  Response... 

 

 
 
As a friendly warning, there will be a number of assignments on the first week back, including a test, an essay, a class 
discussion, and more; not to mention the regular references to these books throughout the year. There will be an 
assignment for EVERY category in the gradebook, so failure to complete the summer work will result in a 0 
for EVERY SINGLE CATEGORY IN THE GRADEBOOK.  Pace yourself throughout the summer, remember 
the deadlines, focus on understanding the stories and the main ideas, put yourself in the characters’ shoes, and most of 
all, enjoy the books!   
 
I look forward to seeing you in August. 
 

- Mr. Gonzales 


